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- « Nouveau casse-téte pour les Immortels de 1’ Académie francaise qui n’on
rien vu venir : la campagne a bouleversé le sens du mot bourde. Désormais,
il y a bourde et bourde. Priére de bien faire la distinction ! Il y a des bourdes
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les gros titres des journaux, des radios et des télés ; les secondes se reperent
a la loupe, dans une, voire deux gazettes au maximum. Il faut aveir I’ceil ! »
Le Canard Enghainé Magazine; cited in Alic, (undated; http://www.upm.ro)
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- « La forme olympique de la livre, qui (...) ne laisse pas la Banque d'Angle-
terre indifférente, s'explique par le renouveau des anticipations de durcisse-
ment monétaire (...) La vieille dame de Threadneedle Street, qui a déja re-
levé ses taux a quatre reprises depuis septembre, pourrait donner un nouveau
tour de vis dés son conseil mensuel de début mai... »'
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- « Le pasteur lan Paisley avait déclaré que la seule chose utile que «Old red
socks» pourrait faire en venant en Irlande serait d’excommunier les
membres de I’IRA. C’est par cette description méprisante qu’il qualifie sou-
vent le pape.»

(Le Monde Newspaper; cited in Bonhomme, 2006, p. 33)
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- « Il est presque 22h, le communiqué de Matignon est désormais écrit, prét
a étre publié. »
(Le Figaro Newspaper; cited in Lecolle, 2003, p. 268)
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Extended Abstract

Journalistic texts are decorated with metonymy in all the fields
especially in the political texts. Understanding this figure of speech and
its translation in the target language is a challenge with which
interpreters usually encounter. In this study, we attempt to explore the
role of metonymy in some samples of journalistic texts of Persian and
French with the aim of detecting the similarities and differences of the
use of this figure of speech in these two languages.

The findings indicate that metonymy is not exclusively used to
adorn journalistic texts; rather, it can have various functions such as
language enrichment, avoidance of repetition, implication, etc.
Besides, in French and Iranian rhetoric, there are disagreements among
experts about this figure of speech, which makes the contrastive
analysis of metonymy more difficult. It should be noted that definitions
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put forward by both French and Iranian rhetoricians suffer from some
shortcomings. French and Persian rhetoricians classify metonymy in
terms of contiguity and similarity respectively. There are
disagreements about certain means of expression such as epanodos
among French and Iranian rhetoricians. On the other hand, according
to cognitive linguists, metonymy is linked to cultural patterns.
Different syntactic structures and semantic fields and above all cultural
differences between French and Persian make the translation of
metonymy complicated. In addition, translation and its study which
belong to the field of comparative linguistics can be crucial to detect
cultural similarities and differences between the two languages. The
results of translation suggest that metonymies linked to the different
cultural patterns may not have metonymic equivalents in the target
language and the translator is thus obliged to appeal to direct referents.
But concerning metonymies linked to the different cultural patterns
which have metonymic equivalents of the same class or another class
with the same implied value in the target language, using cultural
metonymic equivalents may lead to misunderstanding among the
speakers of the target language. Thus, it is better to appeal to semantic
substitution.

Keywords: metonymy, journalistic texts, linguistics, figure of speech,
comparative study



