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' From obvious things like our phones, to London's new whispering black cab, to this
experimental aircraft — battery power is taking off around the world. The problem is they still
run out too quickly, so today the government has promised to invest millions improving the
technology. Right now, Britain is a front-runner with battery research, like here at Warwick
University where they're trying to solve the two biggest issues: making batteries weigh less
and last longer. (26 JUL 2017)
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! British airport to revolutionise air traffic control

This is London’s City Airport and that’s just one of the 300 or so take-offs and landings that
happen here every day. And until now, all of those flights have been coordinated by a group
of controllers who look out of these windows here. But in the future, those windows are going
to be replaced by these high-definition TV screens — controllers won’t just see the airport
they’ll be able to hear it as well. The thing is, this digital control tower is 120 miles away
from the airport. (24 MAY 2017)
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"' We’ve come a long way in terms of design, but for a hundred years we’ve been relying on
vehicles with an internal combustion engine burning petrol or diesel. Several major car
makers have already announced ambitious plans for electric cars, seen as a key way of
tackling air pollution. And now the (UK) government is signalling the end of petrol and diesel
engines in the UK with a ban on sales by 2040. (26 JUL 2017)
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! Destined for the butcher's block until now. In cages in the bitter cold, excrement below, their
lives would've been short, with a violent end. But now the dogs are going to new homes in
North America and Britain. Eating dog is part of the culture of much of East Asia. But a
western charity has persuaded the Korean farmer to close the farm. Instead of the plate, these
two dogs are now heading for Britain. Will they be happy? (03 MAY 2017)
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! Help for UK babies

Ultrasound like this is how all premature babies are scanned - but it doesn't always reveal
what's gone wrong. New-borns are usually too fragile to be moved, but at the Royal
Hallamshire the purpose built baby MRI is just metres from the special care unit. On the left
is an ultrasound scan, on the right an MRI scan. It's much more detailed and gives doctors
more diagnostic information. (25 JAN 2017)
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% Pets in the office? Some UK firms welcome them

Brooke, Reggie, Max and Peggy are office buddies at Nestle in Gatwick. The firm’s pets at
work scheme has proved so popular by the end of the year around a hundred dogs will have
passed an assessment to gain their own staff pass. The dogs don't just relieve stress, but also
seem to help build office camaraderie. (19 APR 2017)
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' UK's draft EU deal

Has a deal been reached that will persuade British voters to stay in the European Union? The
Prime Minister, David Cameron, has hailed a draft EU reform deal as delivering what he calls
'substantial changes'. Among other things, the proposals would allow the UK to suspend some
welfare payments to workers from other European countries. He will now need to persuade
the leaders of the other 27 EU member states to agree to it. (03 FEB 2016)
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! The long-awaited British report into the invasion of Iraq in 2003 is due to be published on
Wednesday. Its chairman, John Chilcot, says he hopes it will ensure that military intervention
on such a scale will not be possible in future without more careful analysis and political
judgement. The inquiry has taken seven years to reach its conclusions. (06 JUL 2016)
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! The president of the European Commission says the EU is in crisis but not at risk as a result
of Brexit. In his first 'state of the union' address since Britain voted to leave the EU, Jean-
Claude Juncker warns there are too many areas where cooperation between nations is lacking.
(14 SEP 2016)
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Abstract

The Internet is already an essential element of education in all developed countries
and its worldwide educational significance will continue to increase due to its
constant technological development, communicative power, and social potential.
Internet-mediated English learning has lately attracted both English teachers and
learners due to the numerous advantages including the increased accessibility, quick
information retrieval, flexibility in the pace of learning, etc. In spite of their
popularity, the Internet-mediated English learning materials have rarely been
critically analyzed. The present study aimed to critically investigate LingoHack
lessons of BBC English Learning Website which claims to teach new words and
phrases through watching and reading the transcripts of the latest BBC World News
bulletin, trying to investigate whether these educational materials were promoting
different aspects of electronic colonialism. This is a theory proposed by McPhail
(1987) which tries to discover and uncover the colonial goals of multimedia giants
produced in the core countries which seek to control the minds of people from the
periphery countries. Thus, the lessons that were published from the beginning of the
year 2016 to the end of the year 2017 were searched for the key term Britain plus its
directly and indirectly related items both electronically and manually and 77 out of
270 news articles were found to contain the key terms. The corpus was analyzed by
being classified based on their subject matters into three categories: Britain’s science
and technology (26 news stories), Britain’s health and lifestyle (42 news stories),
and Britain’s politics (9 news stories). Applying Van Dijk’s (2004) Ideological
Square Model of critical discourse analysis (CDA), the researchers attempted to
critically analyze the representation of Britain within BBC news lessons in terms of
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their hidden potential curriculum. Ideological Square Model accounts for the ways
discourses represent groups of people in a process of polarization between Us and
Them through: (a) emphasizing information that is positive about Us, (b)
emphasizing information that is negative about Them, (c) de-emphasizing
information that is positive about Them, and (d) de-emphasizing information that is
negative about Us (van Dijk, 1998, p. 267).Van Dijk believed in a hierarchy of
power in which those who are able to influence and control people’s minds can
indirectly control their actions through persuasion and manipulation as well.
Therefore, his model plus 27 strategies for ideological discourse analysis listed by
van Dijk (2004) were suitable for exploring the manipulations applied to the target
educational materials in this study. In order to answer the research question, all BBC
news video transcripts from LingoHack lessons involving the key terms were
critically analyzed and noteworthy results were obtained and since the CDA analysis
of all these news stories were too long to be included in this article, 6 samples from
those presenting the manipulative functions of the target ELT content were
discussed in detail. Even before considering CDA analysis, BBC Online appeared to
be biased in selecting news video stories as ELT materials which were claimed to be
international, while there existed plenty of British stories. The findings for the first
category revealed that BBC Internet-mediated lessons have had manipulative
purposes in choosing particular news stories and attempting to obtain illegitimate
domination through the formation of biased mental models offered by emphasizing
positive information about Britain’s superior scientific and technological
capabilities. Similarly, critical analysis from the second category showed that Britain
as a core country also attempted to advertise its own values and norms through
selecting biased news articles within health and lifestyle domain which tried to
direct the audience’s attention toward ideal and high quality living conditions in
Britain. Findings from the third category also revealed that Britain was presented
positively as a powerful and supportive country in political news stories and that
was a true example of promoting electronic colonialism. On the whole, BBC
Internet-mediated English learning program was found to promote certain British
ideological values, scientific superiorities, and political messages through applying
particular discursive structures that tend to describe in-group members in a positive
or at least neutral way. Developing such an ideal British mentality in English
learners was on the basis of a hidden curriculum which tried to promote a new kind
of colonialism. So, as McPhail’s (2006) Electronic Colonialism Theory postulates,
long term exposure to these English learning materials would threaten individuals’
perception of their identity and culture and disseminate British norms and values.
Therefore, the Website users need to be conscious of the secret threats of the Internet
technology and develop critical view in order to be wise autonomous learners. The
researchers also have to closely investigate the one-way flow of media messages
from the core to the peripheral countries, including online English educational
materials and the purposes of the producing nations as well as the influences on
receiving nations.

Keywords: Internet-Mediated English Education, Electronic Colonialism Theory,
Hidden Curriculum, Critical Discourse Analysis, Van Dijk’s Ideological Square
Model.



