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comparative construction
positive

equative

superior comparative
inferior comparative

% superlative

7 elative

¥ excessive
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22 S ANy ST sl rans 4l s lamlie glazsly sl el 50357 55 503
e Taidlon daylion p ggio ¢ oSSl 5 ) (SLAOLE 33 ol )3 6 oS o 2055
ol slaadl o 51 eST a5 358 e oS oy Cidibes SU 5 slacs b s 45,5
syt Jisu_;» (oIl o pdanc o) slaadd 3o Ja cawslie Sl ZM:JSJ:J
3 Sose S 5 e ,MEOLS 0L 33 opl 53 485 Gyl 5 bl Sl
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oIl 5 )b 3 1y e Tals s lie sl stle il 5 oo o1 4> b (Heine, 1997)
ol (i) 5nd) St sle 31 (5,0 g i 3105 93 0ol 4ST polgr 5 S8 (s
)l SoseS b glacals 5 i ar GaTadlln dulie o sgho OLs (51
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' constructional idioms
? particles
ol s Yo ol T OT il 2 487 ool (gillor 5 malor 2883 &S5 cailole ol K08

ol 0555 s Blan U g5 mylb 093 & by o Calises sla 15 53 S5 USS (sla e 3l [SChae oKa 3
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Glais 5 | Sl (Ules 5 oo Taid s duws lio potie 801 )3 S ookl 5 aales
asls ol .>_,§JJ) 5 (Stassen, 1985) -ulinl wlidos; gduaiws Gl 1 e 9 LA
S el oylil 4 p3Y s sy 0Ll s ) 5 s | 5 Cawo 5 4 (Heine, 1997)
o2 el ot szl el 51 55 0L ol 32558 S i S5 o
s 8
L GmeTasdloe dasslie Coln (gladbilie Jdows a0 457 ol 53 it udl i
3 S &Slaat e sla s 05531 5 3515 10 el 5 (sl > L 5 S,
35 Js 03 50U Joalse s La S s 3l mlidiony 5 g ls s Sl o 53 ¢ g line
2l el s il o Lal 35 50 0L 53 55 O (Sisg) s 5 ol p oo o S S
gl 5T el 03 il oo OT (slassslins 50352 53T 55 5 iy ol Sinss o s
t\}_;\ b OT auslle 5 (duslin Sl 55507 055 a5 cOULG gw b b & oy 0L slacsla
15 5TOL 4 ol 0L 5 50T ioman 5 Olgr Ctliien SOLS 55 (Slamglin slaz sl
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S 5 elitin; 5 s Gla 1S (B 5 S0 st ol 68 S
liony 5 0L ) s laiag iy 55 Ul g o Cotle oyl (6 gmim (55t b (515 50,
ot els 53 5558 4 8 LS a0 OLalsOl 5 O Kaa s 055 TOL Ay 4 O
slagdeal (5 plail 53 (pomen 5 ()l OLS 85 5-0L5 5 4 Lab glamslae glac sl
wls o5ks s gy 5 (Stassen, 1985) cpubinl cwlidosy gduwws 53 5,5550 5 3L 3 40
9 A3 g Olgr Cadies 60l 55 lans i e sl o 4 s (Heine, 1997)

sl Kal,
R 3, ey Y

23 (lanslis glac sl U dS ey 5o aurL?J sla jtags JJ;("@" & A RABL

Corpus of Contempory American English (COCA) is available online at
https://www.english-corpora.org/coca/. It contains more than one billion words of

text (25+ million words each year 1990-2019) from eight genres: spoken, fiction,
popular magazines, newspapers, academic texts, and (with the update in March
2020): TV and Movies subtitles, blogs, and other web pages.
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2 L s 53 (Ultan, 1972) 0L sl 4 Ol 5 o cSlass 1,5 Calides sladlj s
5 (Stassen, 1985) :yuliwl gt libosy s » 5 23l Glawolis glaisle gla S5
5 85 505570, 0 )Lal Ol Caditus L0l 53 Slawslin Glaotlo ¢l Guiains &
5 lanslie abin 5 Laador o1l Coila K585 4 55 Quirk et al., 1985) ol
313 s 5SS 0L 53 G Tadllor Al 5066 55 0 Aglin O3S (5 1 (oo
s 05381 48 W55k ol = (Quirk et al,, 1985, p. 466-465) ol,LSun 5 S 555
sLas,le 5 bsd o IS0l AT &y st 5 OLES o (Glams s glas L
s Las)le a5 onl Js A 05V 05 5148 5 5 a8 5505 55 65 b e sac s L
slacslo 55 1) LadT 045 cai | ) ¢t 281y (Slamslin ool i 53 alsle
0L 5 dmslis 0Ly 6l o ST 5 ol glacs Lo ades 145 thany Sls! glau s
1(1) & a5 3 MAJOD) 5 SENIOT) A5ke 03 LIS 4 (diws el

1. A is senior to B
slaslu) Oy o1y Y Glawlis gbaesla 45; ol Wb &i\j’l.aoT (S

wthan) jubie L & jlugbea slasle 5l ostizal b 0l 5 oo 4dl 457 ol (Olgy (614 o
CLacsle S o 5 bisle p 5 opl (sd o0 58T @s) b s dessy «more) c-er)
35 0k AT (lans e
SLaOL) 53 sl lae ot sbe 5 auslas psgae Ob ) ok Gla ey ) s S
OL3 YA S glaests (55575 5 L &S ol (Heine, 1997) auls ool 5,05, clis Calibes
Olge L gloyl g b (slaylist L B 5 1y (gl i ﬁmméuu,fu_uw
Loyl g b opl (bdil 5 (oo 5 & s 5 8300 5 3 (o) 1 3530 (01 55 bl o> b
33 S UL Gl iagim copsl ST cpl gl OT 31 g 3515 5 o0 Ciltbes la0L o
i 4 015 o (305 (51 o plomil AOLS S5 3 et 5 (oedSKT 0L 53 el b iy
Gladlie 3,5, L (Stassen, 1985) ulinl s Kl sl 45 5 5 o Lal (Nose, 2010)

0L 53 (Sl lie (Lo sl gl gl (alidios ) gy 2 4 (S3lsm Slao Sy 5l (55 0 b s

" implicit comparatives
2 correlative constructions
3 explicit
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adoz D) auslie Sl siias LS glaadl e | o o lins 5 G se slaslis
= 0L 53 95508 1 e OL 5 aw ol 5 (1315l Jiw» 3 03,1kl o péduns ao)
L ol dw om0 dwslis glacslo d,suuﬁfdwéugjws,\s@sﬁf@z
(Hopper & Thompson, 1980) & susels 5 s s5lgiiny | 21,8 81 ol 0155 oo
S ol
.2 4 (Parra-Guinaldo, 2011) s LB -1, s wlidos, Jhasis oSG s
5333303 s o (0 g plem 1) Oy odSS1 5 emOTE AN (Slans o slasLu
(g lin D3 (55 52003 Doy 30 02555 (51 bl e O Ol 4 1) (S s) s 0L
5 s o ey 0L 53 ST ol S s ol S oo slgii ¢ SE Sl e ¢
Shel s Slces slacslu )y 4 4S5 (Najafi & Rahimian, 2020)) ol
e OsSG djls 5 oo Slamslin i slo 5 wlibeos ;- 28 o 4«5 (Imani, 2022)
0529 4 (Sl lie (S Lo 5 tauglion psgin b Lgy 53 LS 5 glablio s g, b Shass
o plonil a3 K03 b 0T amlie 5 g3 05 3 paTaddle s lie Csiln

bl o o fh Rl Ragh el D 0 g Coenl 5 S

S Dexoler f
(Stassen, 1985) bl 5 (Heine, 1997) asls l,T 5 6,k Sl TA s i ol o

Slao) o dhax jlawslie Colu oS Cnl 5k ol (Heine, 1997, p. 83) aula 212 s
Glre)lsm L5 0w b 5 (o155l salalo L OT s 5 Cao 5 53 & ol (55 52
o)l s b dsle SSUE Sl lao)l b Jals sl g5 slae )l b B SL TSNS
(55 5l b el 5yl b (s )l b a0l o b OLSG o)l b S
0L V48 1 slmosls a4 5 L (0lan) 4yl s dldn 515 b 5 calii 5yl b
1) Sl lie poalie Aol s S 53505 5 o ool b opl (sluaih 5 o 4 08 LS

S a sz (1) ol oy 40 5 plaze S8

" Tok Pisin

? transitivity

3 Beowulf, an Old English epic poem
* equative constructions
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Ultan, 1972; Andersen, 1983, p. 100; Stolz & ) (514w o padtlan £1g51 1) J9u
(Stolz, 1994 ;Heine, 1997, p. 109

e o see
Ll gal kg Gl .2
el (B8l QL ESI) Ol (Sl s Splre
el LSS Al b s GG P dmlan o
el Bl Ll ST g SFoml amlie .o
el (G sal aan 5D o 5 5ol b g Tt aslie .
el paaly (A b g S awlis 2
el a3 b g b e aglie s

slalstlo ploil aen ol 4 sai (s 5 s g lim (Heine, 1997, p. 110) asla ;5L «
)‘J—gé“\m-iu*’“:*'LM'}‘C)—;Q—i‘&))rf‘J’Pﬁﬂﬁ‘&’ﬁ*@ﬁ@‘&‘wu‘
(tth.TJ...Mlﬁ.»@:ﬁ-tm)L..Ux.;):661LA¢§33VTAUJLA4§A;§@Q\:{L§54;;HM:@
Ol 8l el gl s S @ 505 GaaTasdlis s i Sl 3550 53 Ol g5 o 1) 03,5 1,8
e o S L (Clodid (Gl s () 3 4 (Gloyl s b 5uels s o 5 ol
358 g0 (L) (gloyl b
2. (<) Xis Y-er than Z < (o Xis Y-er than all others
ol o s s glacslo oS coul 53U sl o (Heine, 1997) asla ¢ e
(") g 53 1y Laacdl o o sl ol ol il o gy 1 JSCi20 o7 g o 4L gl S
s o CJ..‘» 43;&:\

3. David is smart-er than Bob
X Y D M Z

>4l Z= :J\.,Ul:.w\ﬁLiJM= 43-)>J§3LiJD= Jsemes Y= ax}&wliaX=l
Cites Loz ol 3l hags cnl el 53 pl 5l G (e (AU ST 5 (a2

oS s ot e g ol S sl 5
4. 1-Comparee 2-Parameter marker 3-Parameter 4-Standard marker

5-Standard
STAN STM PAR PAM COM

! X=Comparee, Y=Predicate, D= Degree marker, M=Marker of Standard,

Z=Standard
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Laadl 3ol (6 gm0 3 5ms (S8 sl ol ot 55 e (slaecG 1 S
SLa0b; 5l (6ol 53 48 Sl 5L cpl s caia opl s (Heine, 1997, p. 110) asla el
Ale ol g n (65 300 3 303 L eyl STLES 5 3,15 (65 300 3 503 a3 0L cOlgr
348 I 550 sl s (ol gmn dly 555 0SCal T (Sl 5 ¢Sl 15 8 5k sla0L
(S 555 SLAOL Al el (5t >SS 31 (6,8 0 e cOler S0s b0 (S
s Sl Olgr oL 51,805 S 3 58 B e S 5 0KalS (oS (VL
Sy i 803 0L A SL 3 LS S eadl e iy 5SS a3 e 4 Ll (6L
S 3305 S5 ol sl 3155 ol 05 oSG 53 oSl g o (618 505 o line
(ol 53— Asle) Wy S Sy g 0 il oo a3 SIS i g (g1 bl 5 gline
Sy i Kl g5 g 55 3 1l UL 5545 OLLS amorer dsle | Slsl b 5 Jitee 8315 &S5
L5555 6,18 505 005 5o Tl by SO 0SS Ly el &S LSl s oS
.4&\{4&2‘-\36};&3},@4’@.&
o 2led a8l OT (sl ol P (gl e sl 5t (510 4 ls OLE @ 4 00T
by o SKan IS8 a0 (oplbilinl Lo 5 eyl ¢S5 Jols) 51kl 5 o st lis
S0 Cle 6K 3 badl e ol 16K p aSul 4 ko 5 O3 0358 3L 3 5 S50 ekl
(Heine, 1997, p. 111) asls casolsl 55 .8 yd o 6 1S 0, 45585 5 it 0L <55 o
G ol 5 a3 o )13 gy p 9 o 3550 1) Wi Calibes (La0L 53 deslie ctle 55
3 palie il Sl (g s SISl 5 poalie o3 dle (gl e sla Lt 45 S o IV izl
Slslis glacsl i oS AS Lo M‘J‘).}é}.u\sﬁf‘s‘ Aok o o gede (Glaodu oy
S 05,8 e b o a gt Lite gla bt L 31 SO Sles 5Ol slaolj s
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REH PRSP

! Telugu, Japanese, Eskimo, Gujarati, Aramic, Worora, Swahili, and Ewe.
% Yurok, Malagasy, Kui, Coptic, and Eastern Cheremis.

3 particle

* case inflection
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(Heine, 1997, p. 112) §l4u o Seslo 51 » L sboylge b o9 jmee ¥ Joue

L ol b o)l b Olse
X is Y surpasses Z (,=S)  Action
XisYatZ (0&s) Location
XisY from Z ((.:;a) Source
XisYtoZ (Csaa)  Goal
XisY,ZisnotY (ouks) Polarity
XisY,thenZ (J'$) Sequence
Xis'Y (like) Z (cals) Similarity
Xand Z, X isy (lzw)  Topic

Seylil sy s slas,l s b (Heine, 1997, p. 112) ayla H5b a4 &S Cawsl o jlil & Cﬂ
35055 0bo3 sl ghe iy 5 528 ol 5 55k 805 Ol 4 g OLSS el
OLSS ileS™ o8l sl 55 (bl g b 1 (STl jled (S is ) siws Olgr (sl o
RPN [ PRSERSUNICIINE( ) I PR a,\_.:g_;,@,ﬁ Glao)ls b Lalial
5 Con a0 (S (sbae b ol Soslite SlST 0 S (5la0 5 el b
G5 L Sl Sl Kos iyl b aw aS b s cdiyls oYU o3Il b sl b cokas
Heine, 1997, p.) anls s (5 poion 1B Glamlis slacslo gl o lane Olge
IS gp 1)) 5 A (6 e i 5 opla 5550 laesl o b 5SS s ol (112-120
ot s T o bt & S o5 ol piamlin o)l b ol s iS00 oo (LA
S walie SLLS X i8 Y surpasses Z siels CB 55 10535 S 31 03181
LI ) Wy WL (3,8 Sl g5 8 ) UOAE G350 (0315 LS a1 ( ad)
Ll o
glsl Sl Xis at Y at Z° Jge s 55 “at’ psgie o)l b ol 55 :0K0 0192 b (&
Ol 4.l alis 35050 5 “at’, “on’, ‘above’, ‘in’, by’ ahex i bl S sla ik
oler 137 ;81 50cd Y S35 6yl X0 a8 ol line ol Islae L35 Jgnp ol ¢ S0
(Z g i 3,13 Y 3l 6t e X oT 63,8 S 5 s yls 13X &8 S
b Gosind A 458 o il o ol sbanglie il 3o copl s b 2l )3 1 0192 4 (9
SHE 505 (3 3l 525 05,5 650 e Y ome sl o Ly L3, s

" ablative adverbial phrase
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S A P TR IC W PR W RSV W A g g
35 gn S 5a) s
‘;}_jj}bﬁ_z;}uf})‘JJ‘Jjvﬁ)t{l{»ﬁﬁg}}a)‘?kd':w o;!y)b(@
cste — e Codad =Y g 5Las =Y s yls Lol eyl b i 95 5 ol slate

S s Z Sl 3 lmnlp (S sl X — slasiles by ksl d
(l.g:,.w\qwjg:w

L6 Z 4l 55 (ol P (S hils X = itemEte Cohad 8l b5 skl
(t.g;w\p;}u

Sl adaly LOT o o ol Jlsze 0515 53 51 JSize ol b ol 1 g 03192 3b (&
s glasliy sy 6l Sl 51 oS Ay 4 Y gans o5158 53 ol gl 15
Heine, ) auls coaw o 45 .3 58 o0 0305 OLES (ladas /0T 1 a) €l o 3) €D O gmad
slgtiny 0T 6l 1y 5 sl 35 Jslan 5 dal o 55" Slej oyl b 1, 0T (1997, p. 117
:Mb@

Y 5l meS Olme g 5ldin Z mim) (T o aslsl 357 o 5 ol Y S35 slyls X0 8
X cd syls

Sl b Calis daly o)kl 5 ok shiauslin w0yl b opl 53 il 019> b (7
el (o b (5len (slima b Lol O3 K Y gann 05l g b ol (6550 5505 5 5,13 3525
fomb 30 Olsie ay 53 1 35kl 5 0 p Bt lie o)l - b ol )3 1 g3 Wi 05192 b (Z
et iy 3 5 L o OLLed oa L3 )l e gl 035 53 S 5 Kb 5 slol S

il 5 S oyl bl gl B ksl s 45 s 03,5T LOT 51 (S 6L)s o)l 5
7. Xand Z, X is Y> X is Y-er than Z’
‘JLBC)TC)‘)—?L}_A45.’)‘.5DHJH‘SD)‘HCQJL;‘JJJ_&;J‘j&-‘,bwj—!&)j_é‘

! directional participant
2 allative

3 benefactive

4 dative

3 antithetic

® consecutive events

7 temporal schema
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A8 - gl ol y b 53 51 S 5 okl T laesl b b gl b sla ST
e N g N S A RO P P S TRV I S AP Py

OL3 33 53 jeeTasdle duslie ol Glablie pw)y ol Jinss ol Cods oS b= 0T 5
ot L gy 3 ayls oVt 5 5T 2 5 s aslsl s el oo dSS 5 )b
P3G L Tl 5 (55 dglia oL (Heine, 1997, p. 124) auls o515 5 o0
Heine, 1997; quoted in; Ultan, 1972, p. ) 0Ll 51 | as (55 e 9 S o8 4u o
jaﬁc&;ﬂ Sl 1S 0 = 5 M}f&ﬂ ool g opl sacald o rege (134 & 141
sl (6 5 aeglin (6 SN (sln r 5eTadlln anlie Bl 05 5 dmes GLS Sl Sl S
5 o2 S 0lsl 5 e o)l g b 5 oSS L;u;mwu;ﬁ@,@m‘&ﬂw.;ﬁ@
315 or s Taln dlie (Sl sl oSl p g ool 33 8 (511 om0 SV 0 5l
ol ot s S OT oS (5 08 o i o (65 5 s Sl L
el 13012 W s G (65t e St lor b duw e 53 jaeTaidlie i i

LT o 4 d 65 amlie Sl jaTalle dglie Sl 571 20 g2 5 O Sl g
‘ﬁj‘°ﬁ$‘ Slawlas glacsle b gy s (Stassen, 1985) ulial cwlides ) gduasas 5
3 = 4= «Comparison and Universal Grammary oG L > 55 5l S 55 cpalial
sl e 0l 0858 Glal s lawolis lacstln Calibus glaas & o
POlsl 5w g S ol s Sl 1y Sl e sl il slag S
36 S e T 2l Lol w21, (s 55l 4 S o ]
G ol Ay o I LaOL ol )3 splikul Kl 5 ol S (glams o glacs L
~ (Stassen, 1985) - wlial conl p 09530 titr SIS (glims gl 1> &8 355 o 6,1 0L
exceed, surpass) dils da b 5 5 3l g, 8o, g0 L awlis £ 34is o5 Sl 5l
S o BT I 2l £ Lol imen 5 lstle ¢ 55 oal 510338 o (OIS 50,
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53. Susan is the tallest of her family.
54. Sara is the most intelligent of all the girls.

Sl shls SLadl ¢ o5 31 mdSS 0L (Stassen, 1985) bl svans slos

Bl L;J.;faj_ﬁ aaulg @ .;ﬂfda o g (MOSt) 5 aNOTre) sl 5l awslie Ol ol p el 5 ol
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55. Sara is more talented than any other player on the team.

56. This is the most interesting song I have ever heard.

57. John is the most intelligent of all his brothers.
58. He is the most likely of any of her students to succed.
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ol
Event Schemas Examples
The Action He surpasses all of them in cleverness.
Schema
The Location I rate her above most other players of her age.
Schema
The Source He is the best candidate selected from among 6 boys and
Schema 5 girls.
The Goal She is morally superior to the rest of us.
Schema
The Polarity Sara has the highest authority over her students in our
Schema department, while Jack has no authority at all.
The Sequence All the students lost their chances of becoming the top
Schema student in high school. Jack did’nt
Lose his chance. Then, he was selected as the best
student.
The Similarity No one in our class is as good at English as Tony.
Schema
The Topic As regards David, Robert and Bob, Robert is the tallest.
Schema

e (oalgiiy lae,ly> b aan 3y b o odalis (B) Jsdsr 345 55 Olaa

(OLaa) asla o S 5 15 oS jlie ueTaddls dslie st lu (6,108 50, 55 (Heine, 1997)
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59. John is the tallest of all those children.

-Of all those children, John is the tallest.
-The tall-est of all those children is John.

60. Sara is the most beautiful girl in our class.
-The most beautiful girl in our class is Sara.
-In our class, the most beautiful girl is Sara.
-In our class, Sara is the most beautiful girl.

61. Dehli is the most crowded city I have ever seen.
-The most crowded city I have ever seen is Dehli.

62. Mary is more talented than any other player on the team.
-More talented than any other player on the team is Mary.

“_Than any other player on the team, Mary is more talented.

“_Any other player on the team, Mary is more talented than

sl C‘}A o9l j.uflﬁ. «(Stassen, 1985) bl gduazas ulal 5 casls! s

w1 O3 30 meTabllo Awlic Slacslo £l1gil 19l 8 385 ¥ Jeue

Superlative Type Forms Number of
Examples
Particle STM -than constructions
(more, most, least) 93
Locational above (locational STM)
of (locational STM) 21
Exceed Surpass, exceed, defeat, win over, beat a
29
Conjoined
2
Others Black will take no other hue.
(Idiomatic Head and shoulder above all
expressions & Above all 4
Proverbs)
Mixed
(Schema blends) 3
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63. She was chosen for the job because she was the superior candidate.
Sl 3l 6 S o e Ta s Al O Lyl 51, Ss S
) ek sed dSle (sl il 15/ (Do

64. Natasha is head and shoulders above the other dancers in her age group.
65. Black will take no other hue.
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