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. Hofstede's cultural dimensions
. Power distance

. Uncertainty avoidance
Individualism

. Collectivism

. Masculinity

. Femininity
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3. Large power distance
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14. Small power distance
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1. Benedict
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1. Introduction

Women represent a large portion of any society, and their presence across.different sectors can
be highly beneficial. However, in certain situations, they may be forced to remain silent, which
can negatively affect their performance within their family and society. This silence can prevent
them from asserting their rights and voicing their views, resulting in low self-esteem, depression,
and feelings of rejection. Given that individuals make use of language to convey messages, this
paper aims to examine the utterances that encourage women to remain silent.in Iranian society
and analyze the cultural factors behind this behavior; The findings of this study will help to better
understand the Iranian culture and work towards creating positive change and improvement

(euculturing) and resolving women’s issues.
2. Materials and Methods

The word “cultuling” is derived from the combination of two words, language and culture, and
refers to the association between language and culture. Based on the definition of cultuling,
words and phrases in. different languages contain numerous cultural characteristics and a
systematic examination of linguistic expressions from the perspective of different cultulings can

offer invaluable insights into cultural issues.

To uncover the hidden culture in the language of Female silence, 840 utterances from daily
conversations in various contexts and situations (e.g., family, offices, schools, universities,
shopping centers, etc.), involving people of different ages, occupations, genders, and social status
were collected. The conceptual model of cultuling analysis was employed to analyze the data.
The utterances were analyzed from environmental, emotional, and cultural aspects. Hymes’
SPEAKING model, along with the emotioncy model and various cultural models, such as the
one by Hofstede, Hall and Minkov were employed to gain insights into the cultural nuances of

women’s language silence. Hymes’ SPEAKING model examines linguistic expressions in terms
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of the physical environment surrounding the conversation, participants, tone, goals, etc. The
emotioncy model focuses on the emotions and feelings experienced by participants in a
conversation when speaking or listening to cultulings. Finally, linguistic expressions are
examined from the perspective of different cultural patterns. Each of these patterns focuses on a

specific cultural feature and explores it in depth.
3. Results and Discussion

Findings indicate that this cultuling is used in both public/formal and private/informal situations,
but its use in private/informal situations is about seven times more frequent. In collectivist and
shame-oriented societies, people are obliged to maintain face, observe etiquette and respect more
in the presence of others. Therefore, the frequency of using this cultuling in public/formal
situations is less than private/informal situations. Additionally, the results of the studies suggest
that reproach, shame, humiliation and insult, advice and benevolence, threat and fear are among
the most common goals of using this cultuling, which are expressed with diverse tones; ranging

from serious and humiliating to benevolentand humorous.

This cultuling is utilized by people of varying ages, genders and social classes, and its frequency
of use in Iranian society is high. People who use this cultuling have a positive emotion towards
it, and on the other hand, the audience of this cultuling experiences negative and unpleasant
emotions. The examination of this cultuling from the perspective of different cultural models
suggests the presence of several key cultural dimensions in Iranian society, including

collectivism, holism, shame-orientation, masculinity, high context culture, and restraint.
4. Conclusion

The cultural features of societies and the implementation of effective measures can mitigate
various challenges.and problems, including Female silence. Given the hidden cultural features
in this cultuling, shame and modesty, face-saving, hierarchical relations and respect for elders
and the male gender are considered cultural values in Iranian society. Therefore, within familial
and other social institutions, when a woman wishes to voice her opinions, initiate a conversation
and defend herself, she is compelled to navigate her speech through specific standards imposed
by these cultural values, leading to self-censorship. Otherwise, others may assume the authority
to silence her using various means. When these cultural values are identified, the implementation
of effective measures can pave the way for the eradication of this cultuling. This can result in
increased visibility and participation of women in society, enhancing their ability to voice their

opinions both in the family and society and open the door for societal progress and propel society



towards cultural excellence. Reviewing and improving textbooks, enhancing school education,
raising people’s awareness through social media, and changing behavioral rules for women in

companies and offices can serve as the foundation for bringing about changes.
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