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Abstract

Khorasani Kurmanji is one of the northwestern Iranian dialects that
despite its proximity to many neighboring languages including
Persian, Turkish, Arabic, Russian, and Armenian and loss of some
morphological and syntactic features, has maintained one of the
most distinguishing morphological and syntactic characteristics
called ergative- absolutive case marking system .The initial state of
this system includes the features that still remain in some Iranian
dialects (such as Kurmanji, Talyshi, Tati ,Baluchi, etc.) while in
others (such as the contemporary Persian, Central and South
Kurdish, Lory, Mazandarani, Gilaki, etc.), they have disappeared

completely and have been replaced by other types of case-marking

'(DOI): 10.22051/JLR.2016.2282

2 Associate Professor , Department of Linguistics, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad, alalizadeh@um.ac.ir
"MA linguistics, University of Birjand, mohammadtagavi@yahoo.com


https://dx.doi.org/10.22051/jlr.2016.2282

Journal of Language Research (Zabanpazhuhi)
VOL. 10, NO. 18, 2016
http://jIr.alzahra.ac.ir

systems, including nominative-accusative. In this study, different
case marking systems, particularly ergative-absolutive in Khorasani
Kurmanji dialect, are studied at first, then its decay and conversion
to other systems especially the horizontal one are also explored.

Finally it is shown that this dialect has a split ergative case system.
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