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Semantic analysis of "'pish-"" prefix in Persian: A
cognitive linguistic approach!
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Abstract

One of the concepts in cognitive linguistics approach is that each
linguistic unit is a network of meanings. Langacker (1991: 16)
believes that "morpheme, categories, and grammatical structures, all
are a form of symbolic units”. In this respect, affixes also have
specific meanings which are added to bases and at last a derivation
is created. An affix as a lexical entity forms a category whose
meanings is collected around a core meaning. Therefore, we can say
that derivations of 'pish-' prefix also have several meanings with an
organized internal structure. In this article, to analyze this affix, its
derivations are studied through a cognitive linguistic perspective, its
different meanings are unraveled and finally by determining radial
network of this affix, two meaning cluster were determined from
which other meanings stemmed: temporal order and spatial order.
One of these meanings, spatial meaning is selected as the core
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meaning and for doing it we used two factors proposed by Evans
and Tyler (2003). Then spatial meaning of this polysemy affix was
primary meaning around which other meanings are posited.

To answer the question of whether there are many meanings
for pish- affix and, if so, how these meanings are related to each
other; it can be argued that from cognitive linguistic perspective and
based on our data analysis, it was discovered that pish- affix is a
linguistic expression that has a multidimentional feature. By
reviewing 63 derivatives from affixation of this prefix to different
grammatical categories, two meanings were obtained, each of which
had different conceptual meanings. From these semantic clusters,
the spatial sense was introduced as the initial meaning according to
Evans and Tyler's (2003) criteria: the historical evidence and the
incidence frequency in the scattered network, with other meanings
surrounding this central meaning. It is necessary to explain that at
first glance it seems that the meaning of "forward direction™ is a
separate meaning, but since motion occurs in the space, henceforth
this concept is also in the section of priority of the place. In addition,
in some cases, such as "pish-shomare (pre-code)" with The close
conflict was the concept of space and time, in which case, given the
fact that conceptual time is abstract and occurring in the concept of
space, so it is not so easy to distinguish spatial and temporal priority
in such derivatives.

Keywords: cognitive linguistics, pre- prefix, polysemy, radial
network



