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TITLE OF YOUR EXTENDED ABSTRACT (TNR, Bold 12pt centered)”

Author, A!, Author, B2, and Author, C3 (TNR 12pt centered)

1. INTRODUCTION (headlines: TNR Bold, 12pt)
Authors are requested to submit an extended abstract not exceeding 2-3 pages in English
(with 750-1000 words). The manuscript should be prepared on an A4-sized paper with 25 mm
margins on all sides and typed with single spacing using size 12 Times New Roman font. All
illustrations must be prepared inside of the main text. Body or paragraph text must be
indented the first line of each new paragraph 0.5.

The extended abstract must include the title, author(s), introduction and objective,
material and methods, results and discussion, conclusion and suggestions and references.
Extended abstracts can contain figures, tables, formulations or images. Current literature

* The authors would like to express appreciation for the support of the sponsors
[Project Number = 1231231231238].

Authors’ Department, Institute, Organisation; firstauthorsname@aaaa.bbb;
secondauthorsname@aaaa.bbb

Authors’ Department, Institute, Organisation; secondauthorsname@aaaa.bbb;
secondauthorsname@aaaa.bbb
3 Author’s Department, Institute, Organisation (corresponding author);
thirdauthorsname@aaaa.bbb



regarding the work subject should be examined and the differences of the said work from the
past, similar works should be presented clearly in the introduction section.

Extended abstracts should be in a structure that explains the content of the declaration
therefore the preparation phase of the said work. Not having appropriate content can cause
disapproval of the sent declarations before judge’s assessment.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS (headlines: TNR, Bold, 12pt)

The methodology must be clearly stated and described in sufficient detail or with sufficient
references. Equipment and method that have been used in the work must be stated
clearly and subtitles should be used when necessary. Results of the work and supporting
figures, tables and images of the results should take part in the extended abstract.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION (headlines: TNR Bold, 12pt)

The findings and arguments of the work should be explicitly described and illustrated. All the
tables, images and figures should be centered. Figures and images should be numbered and
figure headers should be placed under the figure or image; as for the tables, they should also
be numbered and the table header should be placed at the top. References (if any) of the
tables, figures and images should be presented right under the tables, figures and images in
the form of author surname and publication date.

5. CONCLUSION (headlines: TNR Bold, 12pt)

Conclusions should include (1) the principles and generalisations inferred from the results, (2)
any exceptions to, or problems with these principles and generalisations, (3) theoretical and/or
practical implications of the work, and (5) conclusions drawn and recommendations.

Keywords: One; Two; Three; Four; Five; Six (up to 6 words arranged in alphabetical order)

* USING THE TEMPLATE FOR SEVERAL COMPONENTS (headlines: TNR
Bold, 12pt)

I. Examples (Language Utterances or Equations)
Examples should be centered and numbered consecutively, as in EX. [1]. An alternative
method is given in EX. [2] for long sets of equations where only one referencing equation
number is wanted.

(1 line spacing here)

1. First example

(1 line spacing here)
where,
2. a) Second example (Part one)
b) Second example (Part two)

II. Tables and figures
Tables and figures should appear in one column of a page and be numbered consecutively.
Figures and texts may appear on the same page, and a centered caption should appear directly
beneath the figure. It is preferable that figures be mounted in portrait style and figure captions
are no longer than two lines. On figures showing graphs, both axes must be clearly labeled
(including units if applicable).

Tables should be designed to have a uniform style throughout the paper, following the
style shown in Table 1. Table captions should be in 10pt “Time News Roman” bold, centered,
and the texts in Table should be set in 9pt “Time News Roman” font.



Table 1. Caption heading for a table should be placed at the top of the table and within table width.
(Use “time news roman” font, size 10pt, No spacing after table title)

A B C D
A Aa Ab Ac Ad
B Ba Bb Be Bd
C Ca Cb Cc Cd
D Da Db Dc Dd
E Ea Eb Ec Ed

Authors are advised to prepare their figures in either black and white or color. Please
prepare the figures in high resolution (300 dpi) for half-tone illustrations or images. Pictures
must be sharp enough otherwise they will be rejected. Figures must be originals, computer-
generated or drafted, and placed within the text area where they are discussed. Figure (1)
shows one example. Figure captions should be in 10pt “Time News Roman” font, bold,
centered. When applicable, the texts in graphs, illustrations or images should be set in 8pt
“Time News Roman” font.

| ru

X\

Figure 1. The caption heading for a figure should be placed below the figure and within figure/illustration width.
(Use “Time News Roman” font, size 10pt, no spacing between title and figure)

IIL. Subtitle
First degree titles (2.) should be written left aligned, all caps and bold. Second and third
degree subtitles (2.1-2.1.1) should be written left aligned, bold and with title case. A blank
line should be placed between the paragraphs and there should not be any paragraph
indentation.

IV. Footnotes

Footnotes should be numbered and appear on the same page as the text. Text should be
“Times Roman” font, 10pt, initial caps, left justified. Do not use footnotes for references to
other publications.

V. Citation
Citations to references within the text should be made for one author as (author, year, p.
12) or author (year); for two authors as (First author & Second author, year, p. 12) or First
author & Second author (year); for more than three author as (First author et al., year, p. 12)
or First author et al., (year) and finally for more than 21 author include the first 19 authors’
names, then insert three dots (but no &) and add the final author’s name. For referring to
author's publications in the same year use (author, year a; author, year b).

For Direct quotation, use double quotation marks before and after the quote and mention to
page numbers as “cultulings are transformative tools, which can be used to bring about
cultural change and reflection” (Zamani, 2010, p. 21).
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1. Introduction

The expansion of Persian language teaching in various institutes and universities in
Iran and the demand of Persian students outside Iran to participate in these courses
for various reasons led the authorities to establish a method for measuring the
proficiency level of Persian language learners. This resulted in the design of
SAMFA and AMFA tests as the first Persian proficiency tests. To respond to the
needs of one of the Persian language training centers, Al-Zahra University Persian
Language Center designed a proficiency test called Aspa. This study examined the
different dimensions and structure of this test and measured its reliability and
validity. The research participants of this study were 41 learners, studying Persian
language courses in Mashhad. After estimating its reliability using Cronbach’s
alpha, 20 experts in the field of Teaching Persian to Non-Persian Speakers were
asked to examine the content validity of the test.

2. Materials and method

This test was designed and administered by a group of specialists in teaching Persian
to non-Persian speakers at the Azfa Center of Al-Zahra University. A
multidimensional language model was used to design this test, following the
standard models such as TOEFL or IELTS. After forming an expert group with 6
members to design the test and determining the experts to design the questions for
each skill, the standards observed in the design of TOEFL and IELTS tests as
standard models of question design were examined. Subsequently, the initial draft
was developed, and the questions were discussed, exchanged in various sessions,
modified, and edited. These questions were arranged in a booklet, presenting the
listening, grammar, reading comprehension, and writing sections, respectively. The
test entailed a total of 62 questions, which was administered to the test takers. As for
the scoring of the test, 80 points out of 100 were assigned to the above questions and
the remaining 20 scores were assigned to the oral test. Oral test questions were
provided to the interviewers in another booklet.

Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics, Allameh Tabataba’i University,
Tehran, Iran(corresponding author);mestaji74@gmail.com
> PhD Candidate of Teaching Persian to Non-Persian speakers, Allameh Tabataba’i
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Due to the limited number of participants in the test, which was lower than usual
in quantitative measurements, content validity analysis was used to identify the
relationship between the test questions and language knowledge constructs. One of
the methods of conducting content validity is using the experts’ opinions and
judgements in each field. To this end, first, a survey form was created through
Google Forms, in which sample questions of each skill at different levels, including
elementary, intermediate, and advanced, were brought on different pages. After
designing the desired form, the link of this survey was sent to 20 Persian language
teaching experts, and they were asked to comment on the appropriateness or
inappropriateness of the questions in terms of language and content. The survey,
designed on Google Forms, had 6 pages with each page dedicated to the skill being
tested. After receiving the link and entering the personal details, including the name
and surname, the level of Persian teaching experience to non-Persiavn speakers, and

their e-mail, the experts commenced the process of answering and expressing their
opinions on the test questions on the first page. Sample questions for each skill were
placed on each page of the Google Forms, and at the end, the instructors were asked
to comment on the language and content appropriateness of the questions.

3. Results and discussion

The research results indicated that this test has a good content validity. In particular,
examination of the content validity index of this test showed that the grammar and
writing skills, by obtaining 90% of the experts’ views, had the highest rate. The
lowest content validity in the questions was related to the reading skill. The results
of this test also showed that the vocabulary and grammar section had a higher level
of easiness and writing had a higher level of difficulty in the statistical population.
Cronbach’s alpha was also used, to assess the reliability of the test, whose results
showed that the test had an appropriate level of internal consistency or reliability.

4. Conclusion

It can be concluded that Aspa as a Persian proficiency test has an optimal level of
reliability and content validity and can be used for native and non-native Persian
speakers.

Keywords: Aspa (Persian language test); Content validity; Reliability; Teaching
Persian to foreigners
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1. Introduction

During the last months, side by side of COVID-19, fake news has been spread along
with the outbreak of the virus, depending on its importance and fear and its effects
on various fields.

Rumors or fake news are social phenomena and are often condemned, especially
by those who fall victim to it. All human beings are often, each in a way, sometimes
not obvious, at home, at work, while sitting in a public vehicle, in times of economic
and social crisis, etc., exposed to fake news, hearing rumors, gossips, and so on. The
initial perception of the word is that a piece of "news" whose validity and accuracy
cannot be easily verified is published and is often associated with irresponsibility
and immorality. What has created the context for the globalization of production and
the spread of rumors is media technology and cyberspace.

Rumors, like fraud and forgery, manipulate the system of fact-finding and cause
the material content of truth to be replaced by the material of false content in the
semantic process. The main function of the rumor in this text is to discredit and
disregard the truth (replacing a lie with a valid word).

Rumors and false news are phenomena that have always been produced in
societies, but these phenomena are more pronounced at times when horrific events
occur. With the occurrence of COVID-19 in the world since late 2019, rumors have
also intensified. Some people consider the destructive effect of rumors on the
escalation of the crisis to be even more important and effective than the Corona.
Countries like China immediately devised a planning system to manage the news of
the corona, thus limiting the spread of conflicting news and scattered statistics, yet
some other countries not only did not seem to take measures to address the
information crisis, their own institutions have become a source of fake news and
rumors.

Rumors can be studied from different perspectives, but in this research, rumors
and false news are related to Corona in terms of their linguistic nature and are
observed in the context of discursive systems.

2. Materials and method

Using the approach of semiotic discourse analysis and Landowski's theory of
Discourse Systems (Landowski, 2005), the present study examined the discourse
nature of Corona rumors from this perspective, choosing the rumors reflected in
some pages of the Telegram.
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3. Results and discussion

The findings of this research show that the more credible news sources lose their
credibility, the greater amounts of fake news and rumors have been expressed. The
prevalence of fake news is related to death and, in proportion to its greater
prevalence, intensifies the formation of danger and risk. Managing crisis needs to
implement a program-oriented discourse system to gradually move a potentially
dangerous space away from danger to a safe place. The culmination of a discourse
crisis occurs where credibility sources produce conflicting news and neutralize each
other. This is where the epistemological inversion takes place, and what was known
as the source of credibility becomes the source of the rumor.

Due to the outbreak of Corona virus in the world in early February 2016 and in
Iran in late February, along with this huge and pervasive global crisis, the rumors
and fake news have been expressed in proportion to the importance and dimensions
of the subject which the rumor is related. The present study tries to examine the
discursive nature of fake news based on the theory of Discourse Systems by Eric
Landowski (2005), selecting some examples called “corona rumors” in some
Telegram pages. The results of the research show that the more credible news
sources lose their credibility, the more rumors being expressed. The prevalence of
the rumor and fake news is related to death and, in proportion to its greater
prevalence, intensifies the proportion of risk in the semi-sphere of the discursive
system. Managing this crisis, needs to implement a program-oriented discourse
system to gradually move a potentially dangerous space away from danger to a safe
place. The culmination of a discursive crisis occurs where credibility sources
produce conflicting news and neutralize each other. This is where the
epistemological inversion takes place, and the source of credibility becomes itself
the main source of producing rumor and fake news. The culmination of a discourse
crisis occurs where credibility sources produce conflicting news and neutralize each
other. Therefore, according to the research results, contrary to the common
perception that describes accident discursive system better than programmatic
discursive system compared to ethics ("to The Other"), in an epidemic situation
where the principle of human survival is endangered, the programmatic discursive
system is more appropriate.

4. Conclusion

According to the research results, rumor is a semantic deficiency that occurs in the
context of an accident discursive system and targets the sources of truth and
authority more than anything else. In the Corona era, which provides a platform for
the production of rumors, cyberspace also acts as a tool to speed up its spread. In a
state of profound confrontation, the rumor is on the verge of death, which has
endangered human life. Therefore, no matter how much information is sent and
received through limited, official, and referent sources, it will be more possible to
exercise control over the risky situation in which the rumor is produced and grown.
The first effect of rumor is that it replaces the system of truth with the system of
doubt.

To manage the interactive aspects in the corona better, formal institutions must
limit and manage the means of dissemination. In normal discourse conditions, this
method can contradict the principle of "otherness" and be considered as the basis of
a totalitarian discursive system, but in situations where public life is endangered, this
control is justified to preserve the survival of The Other

Keywords: Control; Corona virus; Danger; Discursive system; Ethics; Rumor; The
other
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1. Introduction

For spoken information transfer to be successful, the listener needs to understand the
meaning of the spoken utterance, thus, the message. The message a listener receives
is encoded in an acoustic signal, which results from the physiological movements
involved in speech production. The process of listening begins once this signal
reaches the ear. After the initial psychoacoustic processing of the input, the listener
separates speech from other sensory input that might reach the ear (see Bregman:
1990, for a review). The acoustic signal is sent to the auditory cortex via the
auditory nerves and is then converted into an abstract representation used to access
the mental lexicon, the stored representations of words. The next processing stage is
called word recognition. At this stage, the listener has to segment the signal into
meaningful discrete units. Once the words are recognized, the following processing
stages are concerned with integration: listeners determine the syntactic and semantic
properties of individual words and the syntactic and semantic relationships among
them, and use this knowledge as well as pragmatic and world knowledge to
understand and interpret the utterance.

As such, listeners employ a variety of linguistic patterns, including phonological,
morphological, syntactic, and semantic ones to identify word boundaries in speech
recognition. Based on the Metrical Segmentation Hypothesis, when linguistic
information is not available, listeners use patterns of prosodic variation to identify
word boundaries.

As proposed by Anne Cutler and others (Cutler & Butterfield, 1992; Cutler &
Norris, 1988), the metrical segmentation strategy (hereafter MSS), relies on the fact
that the majority of content words in stress-timed languages like English have a
metrically stressed syllable at their onset. Analysis of a large, phonemically
transcribed corpus by Cutler and Carter (1987) showed that 1 in 3 English content
words start with a stressed syllable. Furthermore, since these items are more
frequent (mostly because monosyllabic words, which are all stress-initial, are of
high token frequency), a strategy of placing word boundaries before stressed
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syllables would correctly locate the onsets of 90% of content words in the London-
Lund corpus of spoken conversation.

Experimental evidence also suggests that the presence of a strong syllable is used
by listeners as a cue to the start of a new word. The word-spotting paradigm has
been used to show that listeners are faster to detect monosyllables followed by a
strong syllable than by an unstressed (weak) syllable (Cutler & Norris, 1988; Norris,
McQueen, & Cutler, 1995; Vroomen, van Zon, & de Gelder, 1996; see McQueen,
1996, for a review of research using the word spotting task).

The MSS has also been proposed as an account of how infants learn to divide the
speech stream into words. It has been demonstrated that English-speaking 9-month-
old infants display a preference for hearing words that conform to the predominant
strong-weak stress pattern (Echols, Crowhurst, & Childers, 1997; Jusczyk, Cutler, &
Redanz, 1993; Morgan, 1996; see Jusczyk, 1997 for a review of this and related
work).

The MSS as described will operate successfully for both open-class that begins
with an unstressed syllable and content words that begin with a stressed syllable
(Cutler & Carter, 1987). For closed-class words, the reverse (weak-initial) stress
pattern is generally found. In the corpus investigated by Cutler and Carter (1987),
69% of weak syllables are at the onsets of closed-class words, with fewer than 5%
being the initial syllables of open-class words. In order to utilize the MSS effectively
Cutler and Carter propose that two separate strategies operate for accessing the
lexical representations of words in separate stores of open- and closed-class items.
Strong initial syllables are used to access the open-class lexicon while words
beginning with unstressed syllables are looked up in the store of closed-class words.
Evidence supporting this dual-lexicon and dual-access strategy account comes from
naturally occurring  ‘slips-of-the-ear” and laboratory-induced boundary
misperceptions (Cutler & Butterfield, 1992). Listeners are more likely to incorrectly
add a word boundary before a strong syllable and are more likely to delete word
boundaries before weak syllables. In adding or removing words from an utterance,
these misperceptions tended to preserve the relationship between initial stress and
lexical class, words created from weak syllables were more likely to be closed-class
and words with strong initial syllables more likely to be open-class.

2. Materials and method

In the present research, we conducted a perception experiment to determine to what
extent native speakers of Persian are able to identify meaningful words from
nonsense words (non-words). A number of non-words were created by adding a
syllable to the beginning or end of some Persian existing bisyllabic words. The
trisyllablic non-words were then produced by a native speaker in experimental
condition. In the next step, the non-word spoken stimuli were played for a number of
Persian speakers. Participants were asked to identify the meaningful words in the
stimuli. Response time (RT) was measured from the offset of the stimulus to the
time of the key press. The collected RTs were log-transformed for statistical
analysis.

3. Results and discussion

Results suggested that Persian listeners identified meaningful words from stress-
final non-words more reliably and faster than stress-initial or stress-medial non-
words. In addition, results indicated that the more stress placement in non-words
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agrees with patterns of stress distribution in Persian words, the faster and more
reliable the process of spoken word recognition, while the less agreement between
stress placement in non-words and patterns of Persian words’ stress distribution
exists, the slower and less reliable the process of spoken word recognition can be.

4. Conclusion

Overall, the results of this study show that Persian listeners use patterns of prosodic
variation to identify word boundaries when linguistic (such as syntactic or semantic)
information is not available in the spoken stimuli. This strongly confirms the
Metrical Segmentation Hypothesis, suggesting that stress affects spoken word
recognition in Persian.

Keywords: Metrical segmentation hypothesis; Non-words; Speech recognition;
Stress; Word boundaries
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1. Introduction

Metacognition, the ability of learners to control their thoughts and regulate their own
learning, plays an important role in learning to listen (Wenden, 1998). Motivation, a
crucial dimension of sustained learning activities (Ddrnyei, 2018), has long been
argued not only as one of the most significant variables contributing to the process
of L2 acquisition but also as one of the most vital predictors of success in foreign
language learning (Dornyei, 1998). The use of L1 in an EFL classroom is inevitable.
However, most teachers are in doubt to use it or not, and if yes, when, why and for
what purposes it should be used (De la Campa & Nassaji, 2009).

2. Materials and method
This cohort study investigated the effect of L1-mediated metacognitive intervention
(MI) on the metacognitive awareness and motivation of English as a foreign
language (EFL) learners in Iran. Four instruments were used to collect data for the
research questions of this study. Oxford Placement Test (Allan, 2004) was used to
screen the participants in terms of homogeneity at the outset of the study. Cambridge
IELTS 15 was used to assess the learners’ listening performance before and after the
intervention. Metacognitive Awareness Listening Questionnaire (MALQ) was used
to measure EFL learners’ metacognitive awareness and their perceived use of
metacognitive strategies at the beginning and end of the study. A motivation
questionnaire, the Language Learning Orientations Scale (LLOS-IEA) was also
used in this study before and after the intervention to track changes in motivation.
The participants were 120 high-intermediate EFL learners in three groups,
ranging from 19 to 29 years of age. The experimental groups (Ex1=40 / Ex2=40)
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went through a guided lesson plan in metacognition in English and Persian for
twelve weeks, which focused on planning, monitoring, and evaluation. Each session,
they listened to a different oral text, which was aligned with the content of the
intervention program. It should be noted that the mediums for the delivery of MI to
learners in experimental groups one and two were L2 (English) and L1 (Persian),
respectively. Having implemented the intervention, the researcher administered the
posttests of the MALQ and the LLOS to explore the probable effect(s) of the
intervention. The control group (CG=40), also instructed by the same teacher,
listened to the same texts without any guided attention to process. They were
exposed to the traditional approach, comprising pre-, while-, and post-listening
stages for every listening task. They listened to the same texts but were not engaged
in any formal prediction activity, nor were they given the chance to experience the
process of listening through discussing, predicting, or monitoring their
comprehension with their peers.

3. Results and discussion

The overall result of the study is in favor of L1 use. The overall results showed that
MI caused a considerable variance in all subscales of MALQ and LLOS in both
experimental groups. The Post Hoc multiple comparison results of the three groups
also illustrated that the medium for the delivery of metacognitive intervention (L1)
assisted the learners in experimental group two, who went through L1-mediated
metacognitive intervention and outperformed their peers in experimental group one,
who were taught in L2, and the control group, who were taught conventionally.

4. Conclusion

With regard to pedagogical implications, the findings underscored the urge for
heightening the learners’ metacognitive awareness and motivation, especially in
EFL settings. One way to promote their awareness and motivation is to incorporate
awareness—raising tasks in EFL instructional materials, whether in L1 or in L2, to
draw their attention to different learning strategies making them more motivated and
ultimately self-regulated throughout language learning process. The findings,
therefore, shed light on the notion that devoting enough time to listening activities
aligned with an L1-mediated MI, can alter learners’ outlook towards learning in
general and listening input in particular. Thus, it is incumbent upon curriculum
developers and textbook writers to incorporate and highlight listening strategies in
textbooks and consider devoting ample time to each listening task so as to promote
the significance of teaching listening strategies in the classroom.

In addition, given the complex nature of both metacognition and motivation,
future research needs to investigate them both through the use of stimulated recall or
think-aloud protocols. There is an urgent need to interview EFL learners to find out
which medium of instruction, L1 or L2, sounds more effective to them. As the focus
of the current study was on EFL learners, future research can explore teachers’
views on teaching listening and the issues they face during teaching this basic skill.

Keywords: High-intermediate EFL learners; Listening; L1-mediated metacognitive
intervention; Metacognitive awareness; Motivation
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1. Introduction

The main purpose of the present study was to find out the possible effects of
multimedia teaching on the three writing qualities of complexity, accuracy, and
fluency (CAF) of the learners when writing individually or in collaboration with
others. According to Cohen (2003), the way through which a learner does the task of
writing is an essential factor in successful use of the cognitive and metacognitive
processes associated with writing tasks, and this is, in fact, the reason why the
researchers of the current inquiry focused on multimedia teaching, which means
using videos, clips, movies, etc. in teaching, in carrying out this research. A further
point is that as Wigglesworth and Storch (2012) asserted, students are frequently
asked to work in pairs or groups to fulfill written assignments and this permits them
to pool their linguistic resources since they have the opportunity to consult each
other about different ideas, ways of providing the ideas, and even grammatical
problems they may have in expressing the ideas.

2. Materials and method

in order to conduct the present research and to answer whether or not the writing
modality mediated the writing complexity, accuracy, or fluency of the learners, that
are introduced as important issues regarding writing, an Oxford Placement Test
(OPT; 2007), a writing pretest, and a writing posttest were utilized. That is, 60
intermediate male and female Iranian EFL students out of 100 were selected based
on their performance on an OPT. These students were then divided into two
experimental groups of individual and collaborative multimedia teaching each one
consisted of 30 students. Learners of both groups wrote a descriptive essay as their
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pretest, benefitted from eight similar sessions of instruction through multimedia with
the difference in the modality through which they did the act of writing (i.e. whether
the learners of the two groups worked individually or collaboratively), and then
wrote another descriptive essay as their posttest. Note that the topics of both the
pretest and the posttest were based on the content of their course book and the topics
covered throughout the instruction sessions. Then, their compositions were scored
based on the following specific formulae proposed by Skehan and Foster (1997) for
CAF:

Total number of errors divided by t- unit = accuracy
Total number of separate clauses divided by total number of AS- unit = complexity
The compositions were also scored based on an evaluation rubric with which two
raters assigned a whole score to each essay with the aim of calculating the reliability
index of the writing pretest and posttest. Therfore, the present study was a pretest-
posttest quasi-experimental research being run with two experimental groups.

3. Results and discussion

The data gathered was then given to SPSS to be analyzed through a MANOVA and
three repeated-measures two-way ANOVAs and decide about a major and its three
minor research questions. The main tables presenting the results are:

Table 1. Multivariate Test of the Pretest and Posttest of Complexity, Accuracy, and
Fluency Writing of the two Groups

Effect F Sig. Partial Eta Squared
Group 4593  .00* .54
Wilks’ Lambda test Time 2.84  .04% .07
Time * Group 1.24 .29 .03

Table 2. MANOVA on the Pretest and Posttest of Complexity, Accuracy, and Fluency
Writing of the two Groups

Source Measure Sum of df Mean F Sig. Partial Eta
Squares Square Squared
Complexity .63 1 .63 449  .03* .03
Group Accuracy 2.44 1 2.44 13.89  .00* .10
Fluency 354.21 1 354.21 92.20  .00* 44
Complexity 37 1 37 2.62 .10 .02
Time Accuracy .53 1 .53 3.03 .08 .02
Fluency 16.86 1 16.86 439  .03* .03
Complexity 15 1 15 1.10 .29 .00
Time * Group Accuracy .01 1 .01 .10 .74 .00
Fluency 2.41 1 241 .62 42 .00

Table 3. Tests of within and between Subjects Effects of Writing Complexity in the
Pretest and Posttest of the Individual and Collaborative Groups

Effect Value F Sig. Partial Eta Squared
Time Pillai's Trace 158 10.85 .00* 15
Group 2.55 11 .04
1 *
Time Pillai's Trace 07 4.57 03* 07

Group
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Table 4. Tests of within and between Subjects Effects of Writing Accuracy in the
Pretest and Posttest of the Individual and Collaborativd Groups

Effect Value F Sig. Partial Eta Squared
Time Pillai's Trace .34 30.61 .00* .34
Group 7.31 .00* 11
Time * .01 1.05 .30 .01

Group Pillai's Trace

Table 5. Tests of within and between Subjects Effects of Writing Fluency in the
Pretest and Posttest of the Individual and Collaborative Groups

Effect Value F Sig. Partial Eta Squared
Time Pillai's Trace 21 16.23 .00* 21
Group 53.31 .00* 47
1 *
Time Pillai's Trace 03 2.32 13 03
Group

The results of Tables 1 to 5 showed that participants of both groups benefitted
from multimedia teaching to a considerable extent while individual group
outperformed the other slightly on the posttest of writing fluency. That is, providing
the learners with multimedia instruction while working either individually or in
groups are good ways of helping them write more complex, more accurate, and
more fluent. Therefore, multimedia teaching could be considered a useful way of
helping learners develop their writing ability. More importantly, no difference
whether writing individually or in groups, when multimedia teaching is applied, the
students’ writing ability (i.e. writing complexity, accuracy, and fluency) will
improve. Such conclusions were in line with other studies previously carried out by
scholars such as Elfiza et al. (2021), Hum (2021), Mashhadi et al. (2021), Parrella et
al. (2021), Pham (2021), Safdari (2021), etc. who worked on multimedia and writing
collaboratively and came up with almost the same results.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, the information derived from this study can inspire educators’
innovation in the EFL teaching to improve students’ English writing skill using
more innovative and modern ways of teaching such as multimedia. It was assumed
that findings of this study could also assist the teachers and teacher trainers to use
multimedia teaching in their classes for the sake of developing the Iranian EFL
learners’ ability of writing complexity, accuracy and fluency either individually or
collaboratively. In addition, students themselves could benefit the present
investigation since it can guide them to make use of various kinds of technologies to
ease their own learning. Eventually, other studies can be carried out with other age
ranges, other proficiency levels, other kinds of multimedia packages, and more
importantly other language skills and components in order to see whether individual
or collaborative ways of working are influential or not.

Keywords: Accuracy; Complexity; Fluency; Modality; Multimedia teaching;
Writing
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1. Introduction

Media is one of the most influential institutions in a society. News has always been
one of the most popular sections of the national media. In this regard, a lot of factors
are involved in attracting the audience: the content of the news (in terms of honesty
in expression to gain the audience's trust); the time of casting the news (announcing
the news before other media); the method of expression (maintaining fluency and
accuracy while presenting the news); newscasters’ appearance, voice, etc.

The present paper aims at designing a framework for analyzing linguistic errors
in the national-media news and examining methods of treatment. The focus was on
the morning, noon and evening news of Radio Javan and Radio Iran between
December 2020 and August 2021.

The findings of this study can (a) help to improve the quality of radio news
programs in Iran; (b) help researchers explore deeply the errors identified in the
current paper and investigate ways to overcome the challenges; and (c) assist
trainers and curriculum designers in developing specific courses to enhance essential
skills of newscasters.

The first step in solving problems is to identify its various dimensions. Research
questions include: 1) What are the types and frequency of errors observed in the
news of Radio Iran and Radio Javan? In other words, where are the weaknesses and
strengths of the newscasters and in which area did they make the most mistakes? 2)
Has the gender of the newscaster influenced the "number" and "type" of errors?
What were the errors of the newscasters on the two radio networks in terms of their
gender? 3) What is the distribution of errors in different news sections? What was
the biggest challenge for the newscasters of each section? Has the expertise of the
newscasters of certain news sections been effective in reducing the number of
errors? 4) In which radio network did the most number of errors occur? How was
the distribution of errors on each radio network? 5) Has the time of news broadcast
been a significant factor in the frequency of errors? In other words, in which news
section most of the errors were occurred: morning, noon or afternoon? 6) Has the
total time of news been effective in increasing newscasters’ fatigue, and
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consequently increasing the number of errors? 7) How did the newscasters react to
various kinds of errors? 8) To what extent has the type of newscasters’ reaction to
the errors been different? How were the policies of the two radios different? 9) Was
the gender of the newscaster an effective factor in the type of reaction to various
errors?

2. Materials and methods
Content analysis method and descriptive research design was adopted for the present
study. As in qualitative research, saturation and repetition-limit is the criterion of
adequacy, after selecting news from December 2020 to August 2021, the
information reached saturation limit and due to the occurrence of repeated errors,
data collection was stopped. To conduct the research, the following steps were taken
consecutively: listening to the live news; tracking the error; marking the time;
downloading audio file from Iran-Sada website; transcribing the specific part of the
audio file; classifying errors; presenting the data via tables and figures; detecting the
frequency of newscasters’ errors and the type of their reactions; and finally,
providing treatment and recommendations.

The initial framework used was based on the model of Corder (1967) and
Mugambi et al. (2016) and included 21 types of errors that fell into 5 categories:
grammatical, pragmatic, lexical-semantic, calque and phonological.

3. Results and discussion

Findings revealed that all 21 types of errors occurred in at least one of the two radio
networks. The improper connection or disconnection of two consecutive words
(with a total of 26%) was the most common error made by newscasters.
Phonological (67%) and grammatical (2%) errors had the most and the least
frequency, respectively. Also, it was found that male newscasters made 20% fewer
mistakes than the females did, while the female newscasters made 66% more
pragmatic errors than the males did. Another central finding is that male
newscasters are 7% more likely than the females to apologize and self-correct their
mistakes; female newscasters, on the other hand, were 10% more likely than males
to deliberately neglect the errors (with no apologies or self-correction). Thus, the
newscasters’ gender plays a pivotal role in the occurrence of these types of reaction.
Finally, based on findings, only 5% of all errors were made by sports newscasters,
all of which were merely of phonological types. In fact, specializing news domains
can reduce the number of errors committed by newscasters.

4. Conclusion

The present study’s findings confirmed the results pointed out in Hasani (2005). In
fact, phonetic, semantic, and grammatical errors were also observed in national
media news. Similarly, the findings of Akbari & Kheirabadi’s (2015) study were
confirmed; in other words, not using punctuation, especially commas, probably by
news writers, might have led to such kinds of errors. The word "probably" was used
here since it might have been used by the writers, but could have been ignored by
the newscaster.

Finally, the findings of Mugambi et al. (2016) were found to be exactly in line
with the findings of the present study, as the five types of errors mentioned by those
researchers were also observed in the news broadcasted via the two Islamic Republic
of Iran’s radio channels. While the two types of "non-linguistic" errors and
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"calques" were not found in Mugambi et al. (2016), we addressed them in the
present study in order to take a step towards boosting their framework and providing
prospective researchers with a more comprehensive error-analysis framework.

Keywords: Calque; Linguistic Errors; National-media News; Newscasters of Radio-
Javan and Radio-Iran; Pragmatic Errors
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1. Introduction

The NasirKhusraw Travelogue as the very first Farsi travelogue remaining from o
century (more than 1000 years ago) has been subject of many studies in a variety of
fields, including literature, historical and social studies, or even historical architect
studies. Yet few studies have been carried out from linguistic viewpoint to show its
capacities as a linguistic data source. The current study probes on relative clause
extraposition and its motivations as a non-obligatory movement mostly based on
functional and discourse criteria. In many languages, relative clause is mostly a
clause that acts as a modifier for a head Np located in main clause. This modifier
clause can appear right after (or based on the language word order before) the NP
that is defined by the clause and in this case it is named canonical relative clause; Or
it can be dislocated and be moved to the end of the sentence (named extraposed
relative clause) Since there is no syntactic need to force this movement, the
motivations of relative clause extraposition were explained to be discourse factors
(Francis,2010) such as Grammatical weight of clause (Hawkins, 1990 &2004), verb
information Structure (Sheykho’l Eslami, 2008) and a combination of some different
factors together (Rasekh-Mahand et.al, 2012).

2. Materials and method

Current study aimed to analyze the motivations of extrapositon relative clauses in
historical proses. The NasirKhusraw Travelogue was studied and about 230 relative
clauses were extracted based on systematic sampling which cover nearly more than
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half of the book. All relative clauses were grouped into 2 main categories based on
their position in the sentence. 83 of them were in their canonical position (right after
the head of NP they modify) and 138 were extraposed to the end of sentence after
the main verb.

3. Results and discussion

Comparing to present studies carried out by Rasekh-Mahand et.al, (2012) the rate of
relative clause extraposition in The NasirKhusraw Travelogue is 3 times more than
contemporary Persian texts (63% compared to 22%). All these extraposed relative
clauses were analysed to figure out the head Np role in main and subordinate clause,
and findings suggest that most extraposed clauses modify subject and object Np
according to accessibility hierarchy (Keenan and Comrie.1977) yet the top position
is not occupied by Subject NP. 38% head NPs modified by extraposed relative
clauses were Object NPs while 37% of them were Subject NPs which shows a little
deviation of accessibility hierarchy in this book. Head Np definiteness was also
studied in all extraposed relative clauses of The NasirKhusraw Travelogue. In Farsi,
unlike some languages (Germany or English), there is no limitation on head Np
definiteness and all types of NPs can be used in this position. However, only less
than 3% of head NPs were pronouns. This means that although using pronoun as a
head NP is not ungrammatical in Farsi, in NasirKhusraw Travelogue it was not very
common. Head NP within relative clause in Farsi can appear in three different ways.
It can be repeated completely, it can be referred to by a proper pronoun, or it can be
omitted leaving a gap in relative clause instead. In The NasirKhusraw Travelogue
using related pronoun in extraposed relative clause occurred 53%, using gap was
second by 42% and, complete repetition was less than 6%. Verb information
structure is another factor which was studied as a motivation for relative clause
extraposition. It is supposed that when the verb of main clause has old-given
information, it is most likely for the relative clause to be extraposed. Current study
shows that in The NasirKhusraw Travelogue, more than 51% clauses were
extraposed from the main clauses with linking verbs. These connecting verbs are
supposed to bear old-given information. Last factor studied in this paper was relative
clause grammatical weight. In Francis’s (2010) work, grammatical weight refers to
the length and/or complexity of a phrase in relation to the other phrases in the same
sentence (Francis, 2010, P. 6) and it can be calculated by the number of verb
immediate constituent to word-ratios (Francis, 2010, P. 12). The average length of
extraposed relative clauses in The NasirKhusraw Travelogue was 6.2913 and the
average length of verb phrases was 1.890. Grammatical weight of extraposed
relative clauses in this book is 3.3397. Compared to Rasekh-Mahand et al (2012),
the grammatical weight is lighter in The NasirKhusraw Travelogue.

4. Conclusion
In terms of the rate of extraposition, this criterion in The NasirKhusraw Travelogue
is three times more than the contemporary Persian texts. Data also suggest a little
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deviation of accessibility hierarchy in terms of head NP position in this book as far
the top position is not occupied by Subject NP but by Object NPs. The use of
pronouns as the head NP was not very common in NasirKhusraw Travelogue,
although it is not ungrammatical in Farsi. From the point of the grammatical weight
factor, extraposed relative clauses in this book are lighter than the contemporary
text. Finally, even though previous studies consider Farsi as a language that
obligates gaps in the subject position, the NasirKhusraw Travelogue shows some
examples of resumptive pronouns in the subject relative clause extraposition.

Keywords: Grammatical weight; Relative Clause; Relative clause extraposition;
Travelogue
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1. Introduction

Causality, supposedly available in any languages in the world, has been studied not
only in linguistics but also in psychology, logic, and philosophy. In other words,
those sciences which target language and its various linguistic functions in different
situations constantly have paid due attention to the conception of causality. The
present descriptive-analytical study used Bondarko’s theory of applied grammar to
investigate causality in the Persian language. To this end, causality conception was
addressed in the dependent complex sentences. More specifically, the presence of
causality in causal /conditional/targeting and concessional complex sentences was
probed. To describe causality in these complex sentences, the author utilized
Bondarko’s functional- semantic fields. Functional grammar and functional
linguistics are special areas in the modern language science, the special subject of
study of which has become the functions and functioning of linguistic units and the
linguistic system in speech. The functional-semantic field is a two-sided (content-
formal) unity formed by the grammatical (morphological and syntactic) means of a
given language together with lexical, lexical-grammatical, and word-formation
elements related to the same semantic zone interacting with them. In functional-
semantic fields, the core and sub-components are distinguished. At the core are
linguistic phenomena such as grammatical categories and all its grammatical
expressions. In other words, the meaning of a category is clearly seen in the
structure of the nucleus. In subcomponents, not all grammatical signs are fully
displayed. Therefore, the meaning of the category is many times weaker in them. In
addition to the category meaning, the sub-components also have the meanings of
other grammatical categories.

2. Materials and methods

We used the method of linguistic description to examine compound sentences that
depend on the concept of causality. In this way, the compound sentences that are
located in the main and sub-fields are determined and the hidden structural and
semantic differences of these sentences and their commonalities are determined.

3. Results and discussion
The causal relationship has two sides, cause and effect. For this reason, in compound
sentences in the following sentence, the cause of action, or the truth contained in the

' Faculty member, Department of Russian language and literature, Literature and
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basic sentence, is spoken. The basic sentence itself is the result of that action. The
causal relationship is not always expressed by compound sentences with the causal
follower. This relationship comes in many forms. Sometimes it appears as causal
complex sentences, sometimes with the follower of the result and sometimes with
the follower of the condition, goal or opposition. In Persian sentences, with a slight
change in time, form of propositions and conjunctions in the causal complex
sentences, the result and purpose can be converted into each other.

The relation of meaning between the base sentence and the conditional follower
is the same as the relation between cause and effect. What is expressed as a
condition actually results in what is said in the following sentence. In fact, the form
of the condition is nothing but the cause, because the feasibility of the condition
leads to the result. In the base sentence of the contrasting compound sentence, the
truth is spoken of, the opposite of which can be expected from the follower. In fact,
it implicitly indicates the existence of a causal relationship between the two
sentences of follower and base. In the confrontational follow-up sentence, the factor
that plays the role of the cause is mentioned, and in the base sentence, the result of
that cause is stated; however, that result is the opposite.

By studying the semantic application fields of compound sentences related to the
concept of causality, the core of those compound sentences was considered because
the concept of causal and event forms the basis of causality. Therefore, each causal
sentence is a combination of the two concepts of cause and effect in doing
something or happening. The causal event expresses the concept of causality in its
pure and simple form and in a direct dependence on the follower sentence, the event
produces the consequence. Compared to other types of syntactic relations, such as
condition, purpose, opposition, and consequence, the cause is the absolute center of
the concept of causality.

4. Conclusion

Applied semantic fields Dependent compound sentences with the concept of
causality consist of several semantic applied fields such as cause, condition,
purpose, opposition and consequence. The concept of causality in linguistics is a
causal relationship in the broadest sense of the word. The system of causal
constructs, relying on the system of cause and effect, is considered a part of general
human cognition. In other words, one event is the basis for the realization of another
event. Therefore, the core of the semantic functional fields of compound sentences
that depend on the concept of causality are causal compound sentences. The concept
of causation and event forms the basis of causality. Thus, each causal sentence is a
combination of the two concepts of cause and its effect (result) in performing an
action or the occurrence of a state. The causal event expresses the concept of
causality in its pure and simple form and in a direct dependence on the follower
sentence, the event produces the consequence. Compared to other types of syntactic
relations, such as condition, purpose, opposition, and consequence, the cause is the
absolute center of the concept of causality.

Compound causal compound sentences are divided into two groups: In
compound causal compound sentences, the first group is the follower event that
produces the base sentence event; in other words, the follower sentence expresses
the cause of the base sentence. In the second group, in the structure of the compound
causal sentence, the following sentence does not express the cause, but includes the
consequence that resulted from the basic sentence.

Keywords: Applied grammar; Causality; Complex sentences
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1. Introduction

Learning a foreign language is a very complex process that depends on various
elements such as student, teacher, teaching method, etc. Among these elements,
however, the element of teaching method plays a decisive role in the state of
education, and it influences the other elements as well. Therefore, it is very
important to use a practical and effective teaching method.

One of the methods that has been proposed in recent decades and has received
much attention in foreign language teaching is the task-based teaching approach.
This approach, as a new approach that stems from the communicative approach in
language teaching, is based on tasks/ a task. In defining a task, Ellis (Ellis. 2004.
p.9-10) refers to a set of essential features and believes that; a task is a work plan
(1); the main focus is on meaning; has real processes in the use of language; can
include any of the four language skills; involves cognitive processes; and it has a
very clear communicative result.

Therefore, it can be said that the main purpose of this teaching method is to
increase language learners’ communicative ability through tasks that are based on
meaning and reality. In this method language is taught in three stages of pre-task,
during task and post-task.

2. Materials and methods

Although this approach has been regarded as a highly effective and practical
approach in foreign language teaching, its effectiveness in teaching Arabic listening
skill, which is a basic skill in learning Arabic language and which requires a
practical and effective method of teaching and learning, has not yet been
investigated. Therefore, this study, with the aim of facilitating the learning process
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and increasing language learners’ listening comprehension ability, intends to
empirically examine the effectiveness of the task-based approach in enhancing
language learners' listening comprehension.

To this end, first, the topic has been analyzed and examined theoretically and its
basic principles have been explained thoroughly. After that, to measure the
effectiveness of this approach in teaching listening skill, the approach has been
implemented practically.

To implement this teaching model, first an educational booklet which consisted
of 10 lessons along with their audio files was prepared to be used in the
implementation stage of this teaching method. The booklet was designed in
accordance with the main principles of task-based approach.

In the next step, 30 undergraduate students of the University of Tehran were
randomly selected and 15 of them were randomly placed in the control group and
the other 15 in the experimental group. Of course, due to the absence of a number of
students in the post-test, the statistical sample of the present study was reduced to 13
people in each group.

Prior to implementation of the project, to ensure the homogeneity of the groups,
an identical pre-test was administered by a third party to both groups under the same
conditions. After ensuring the homogeneity of the groups, the experimental group
was taught for 16 two- hour sessions (which is equivalent to one academic semester)
according to this approach, using the teaching package that was developed. At the
end of the teaching sessions, an identical post-test was administered by a third party
to both groups under same conditions. Finally, the test results of both groups were
investigated using version 26 Of SPSS software.

3. Results and discussion

The data of this study were analyzed by conducting both descriptive and inferential
statistics. Descriptive statistics such as frequency, mean percentage, and standard
deviation and the inferential statistic of t-test were used. An examination of the
descriptive statistics showed that the mean score of the experimental group in the
post-test was higher than in the pre-test. However, there was no significant change
in the mean score of the pre-test and the post-test of the control group.

Also, t-test results showed that the P value in the control group was above (0.05)
and the difference was not significant. Nevertheless, the P value in the experimental
group was less than (0.05) which shows that the difference in performance of the
participants in this group was significant and real. The independent variable
(teaching listening skill based on TBLT approach) has significantly caused a
remarkable growth in the dependent variable (the extent of the enhancement in the
Arabic listening comprehension ability).

4. Conclusion

The research hypothesis that claims a positive and significant effect of task-based
approach on the development of the language learners’ listening comprehension was
confirmed. In addition, according to the research data, it can be explicitly claimed
that the task-based teaching model that is based on interaction and that emphasizes
the real activities similar to what the language learner encounters in real situations,
can be regarded as one of the effective methods for increasing language learners'
listening comprehension ability in teaching listening courses to Arabic language
students in the laboratory.

Keywords: Arabic language; Language teaching; Listening skill; Task-based
approach



S 2

5\393:,'.6 Llj 9\”/'5-/

CLoa Mol g 0L ool dolilas
TE ) il oFF §loct il L
ey e gy

FOO-PAF Soloeir

eI O3 Sy 9 Slg LT 30 AT gl
" 188 (g ahe SUE  sogane o

Calys b Ve PIY0
TR ISR VARV

o
it BOT 55 4S5 oS 5505 0,1 SOL; 53 4SS &Sl 55 Sleba asSS olssl
s S S 5 S LS 55 a5 lsEl sl Jhasn 4ol L
- ST 5 0lejn s Oogline (slaes; 3 ey ey At 1w S ol Clots
OHLSKen 5 oSy Js5 0150 ST s ol 05037 85,8 e 513 0L
Uls U as 1,58 55 onl g9y = 45 35 (Peperkamp et al., 2010)
GG (o ls S lacis oSTysl 55 (68 8 31050 53,0 Y0) b s 0T
Sl T bt & 5 (asls gy Sl 358 (g 3 b SIS 5 (G50
by Glslp rslie ST s 51 s o (b 5 eaT 8 b g3 il o
31 Olas Laasly s |l asblyrans oot 0 g 55 09057 4aS” (slaidr &S50
3, Shes 53 (6l5line Sl 458 55 st sy 5501 53 sl 345 L aS
Glain STyl 5o L s seiT 5, Shas 3525 opl b3 s so ockalie ba 33 05T
35 SISS A i 53 2 55 LOT 5 Shes 51 2 lsline S50 4 (5 &S

Lo g sasT 3 Shae b S cpl 55 mman CalaDT 3 4S5 1280 Kl oyl a5

10.22051/JLR.2022.37545.2090 :(DOID) Jtm s dules '
buﬁ.&)}__::Q_i‘u_{‘):‘QHJT(:L’.J‘Lgtﬂ(:)'Y‘}JHLgLAoA\JJgﬁfﬁ:)w}ﬁj\rﬁb@ (a)'\( s
SUT Gl &30 Dles 01,8 ripas oo N Rl o33 ) sb 4 lisls 13 Ol 53 &ltied sle
3l SUsl 5 (b Al Lagils e 551 sl slas)San 5 05057 izl 5 (b 53 ()1 e
=S ot S Sl WOT 515 s

anis.masoumi@atu.ac.ir <0l «l,g « JLblb wdle ol Kails ( wlidOl; 05 8 (s S's g gmeiils |

() gor sk ) 01l 00 g5 ¢ Sl aade oK iils —ale Sla mlidiloj o 8 JLisls |
modarresighavami@atu.ac.ir



w3 s | B 0L5 Sl S 5 G s S s 4 ol sib ) YO

33 sl Il (g aliae Sl b s by s 614K S S gs o

iR 10 Olis ailS” slac i est,;;ﬁ Gobsban 5B ea wl S5 pslie

O aw o 5315 4S5 ol 556 Ol (Rahmani et al., 2015)91)@,@@-)

o) a8 das e Olid ol tagis Jg catdls Hlaw 1y (Solme 5 (6 sl B ¢ gyl

Soloms 0L el fndy 2l 550 st li 5 oSS 15280 alides, plul e &

Ayl

(b 0L3 Sb S G5 (sl 0L e 555 ST ol sl i suls” sloslg

SASS EaS glaid ¢ ol sil e ls
doio .
Ol L5 (ool oLl I phde &8 it o LalsT 5755 5 a5 4 536 W5 5 5o 01l 5
33 590k e 580 0 gl 0L 51 (s A1s 335 (ol A,y Lt T cad Hled 4 0T
P OYLE )5 S5t a s o anlS o b slsT &Sl 5 W5 55 g5 U1y 5l ¢ olis
)il (Cnlodis 0 53 LOT (655b 0L 1y lil 3 oS Sledbl i atus OT ST,
S1FU 4 S Ll ST 58 s B laes yama 31 (G 255 0 S 21y
(5 g0 () Sl oty i A6 T 53 4SS &S 5l oyl SOl 55 4SS ST sl s
oSS T GlaSS EaST glacin 53 45T oKl a3 (65l b 0L Oy 52 S
Sl 1 p3Y Sl 0T 0150 8 5 ST s Wl s 285 4S5 05 ol 53 1 i oo
58 55 Julis 5 .(Dupoux et al., 1997; Peperkamp, 2004) &)l 4S5 ol s
Soul i S5 03 oml 53 1) et 4SS STl 36 Oy 50 8 SWIT 0L 51 Jles
sl Sl i oSS 5 (ola g8 /ka'fe/ il 55 o sgdr /kafe/ dsb) )15 slms 5l
Sl QL ol

S5 Gaolesl 5 a8 (gagdees U5 Sledbl bl 5 S5 i Jlo g3 b S S

LS o 23 TS Ly s e 35 3k 0L s b S i 00 8 s
LSl s () o dinodeB o SN 4 S5 S 450l .(Peperkamp & Dupoux, 2002)
23 e Jolie y b e esls polastl it 35l A eyl 4 ol S 0L 55 4SS
e 35 4SS bl 0585 S 0L 55 4SS ol ol paieie S S 5550

' phonological deafness
stress deafness

3 stress minimal pairs

4 stress parameter



YOV / V0N 1l 88 osled omsler Jlu a oRs 25005 el el

33 e oml 05580 das e LSS 1 6575, ooty plls 5 OB Sy 31 i 53,8 e 35
PB OS5 0345 n ol LnodeB Ty 30 41 4S5 oSSl 4 STL0LS 51 (5 0 53 elunds
Peperkamp & ) 55 5 oS o At 4S5 oy b 5| LB 8 2 E e 4
00 LaOT .Ulesls s a4 La0L 51 48 pl 3905 b s (gal 5 (Dupoux, 2002
s 8 AT 0T 55 &5 Slegd 5 (S 5mdl B e(Solamn (gD 0L Hler 5o 1) a5 ol 5250
SLa0L; 53 a8 505 0Las LT oy p slaaml s ST ) s cCawlodd slaline LieodeB
Al S 0L O i 5 Lal il 3 g0 4SS 51 5280 (6 il 3 5 (S5l (S DS
S 315 5 sy skimedels (6 SN Sl 0L 3 gt |y eSS LaS sl sl
85l ol 0L (ml (Hs o 5o 1Bl Lol "L bl sl s 45 0T b
et 3 g e 1315 LaOT (slown e (65 2 0l b 4 0T 53 4S5 &8 505 o0 o lea eSS
lin STysl & 3B Oy s S (0L el 55 4SS (5551 05 dteodelB 3 g5 b a8 ol L
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' lexicon

? non-contrastive

3 penultimate

* universal phonetic representation
encoded

% language-specific prelexical representation
discrete
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I ST il 3 4 (hLas dteplles O g 4 L 3ls oS s 0T (b 8 ol

! phonological extraction
segmentation

3 Phonological Phrase (¢)

* Fijian

> heavy

¢ penultimate

7 light

¥ clitics
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! proclitic

? phonetic alternations
3 pitch patterns

* short-time memory
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" morpho-syntactic
* duration
3 fundamental frequency (FO)
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" exceptional stress
morphologically induced stress
i Surface Transparency Hypothesis (STH)
mapping
> Phonological Words ()
% Morphological Words
eSS b 0L s S5 5 s e, 5l (Rahmani et al., 2015) o1, Kas 5 Sl 5 bie ¥
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" clitic group (CG)
* rthythmic
3 syllable-timed
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4 Django
> Python
% sequence recall task
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" echoic memory
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1. Introduction

Stress deafness is the difficulty in the perception of stress in the speakers of a
language which does not deal with its contrastive function (Peperkamp et al., 2010).
According to stress deafness typology proposed by Dupoux & Peperkamp (2002),
diverse patterns of stress deafness can be related to different phases in which infants
make decisions regarding the role stress plays in their ambient language. Within the
first two years of life and based on the limited amount of linguistic information,
infants are required to evaluate the role of stress to set the stress parameter of their
native language (Peperkamp & Dupoux, 2002). If infants discover the regular stress
pattern of their ambient language, this will lead to the negative value of this
parameter. In contrast, in case of no regular stress pattern, the positive value will be
selected, and stress will be regarded as an essential part of the phonological
representation of words in the lexicon.

Comparing stress deafness in Persian speakers with that of the speakers of
Dutch, Japanese, French and Indonesian, Rahmani et al. (2015) have shown that
Persian participants performed as poorly as French participants. It seems that in
languages such as Persian and French the phonological representation of words is
provided with their accent location within the first stages of language acquisition
which serves to detect word boundaries. Nevertheless, at later stages, this type of
information would not survive in the grammar of the adult speakers, and they are not
able to perceive stress.

The purpose of the present paper was to replicate the perceptual study conducted
by Rahmani et al. (2015) on stress deafness for the Tehrani variety of Persian, which
shows the characteristics of a syllable-timed language and compare the results with
those obtained from the hearers of the Kermani variety which is known as a stress-
timed language.

2. Materials and method
The perceptual experiment of the present study followed the one conducted by
Peperkamp et al. (2010) and later used by Rahmani et al. (2015). Professor
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Peperkamp generously shared the stimuli and instructions necessary to perform the
experiment. The experiment consisted of three stages and in each stage the
participants were instructed to learn two bi-syllabic CVCV non-words. In the first
stage, the participants were tested on the perception of phonemic minimal pairs
(/muku/ and /'munu/) as a test of their ability to distinguish consonantal phonemes.
In the second and the third stages, the perception of stress minimal pairs (/'munu/
and /mu'nu/) was tested. Two sets of stress minimal pairs were designed: in the first
set, henceforth called the “durational minimal pairs”, duration, FO and intensity were
the acoustic cues for stress, but in the second set henceforth referred to as the “non-
durational minimal pairs”, the durational differences were neutralized and only FO
and intensity were kept as stress cues. Participants included 12 male and 11 female
Kermani speakers (mean age: 27.8) and 11 male and 11 female Tehrani speakers
(mean age: 28.9). For more details regarding stimuli and instructions, one can
consider Peperkamp et al.’s (2010) work.

3. Results and discussion
To analyze stress deafness, an individual index (error rate index) was defined which
denotes the ratio of incorrect answers to total answers:

Tablel. Descriptive indices for error rates of varieties and contrasts.

Variety  Contrasts Mean Min. Max. Std. Dev.

Tehrani  phonemic contrast 0.13 0 0.44 0.122
durational stress contrast 0.316 0.05 0.51 0.143
non-durational stress contrast  0.336  0.09  0.36 0.143

Kermani phonemic contrast 0.101 0 0.37 0.084
durational stress contrast 0.254 0.03 049 0.156
non-durational stress contrast 0.262  0.01 0.5 0.16

As the results indicate, speakers of both varieties had considerably lower error
rates in the perception of phonemic contrasts compared to stress contrasts. They also
performed better in the perception of durational compared to non-durational stress
contrasts. Conducting a two-way mixed ANOVA, the effect of language variety,
phonemic, and stress contrasts on the error rates were calculated.

Table 2. Results of two-way mixed ANOVA for the effect of variety and contrast on
error rates

Effect NumDF  DenDF F p (p <(0.05))
Variety 1 35 1.257 0.27
Contrast 2 70 47.272 <0.05
Variety * Contrast 2 70 0.459 0.634

According to the results in table 2, there is no significant effect of variety on
error rate (p-value: 0.27). However, contrast type has a significant effect on this rate
(p-value < 0.05). Moreover, the interactive effect of variety and contrast does not
result in a significant effect (p-value: 0.634). The results of a further Bonferroni test
for contrast indicated that in both varieties there was a significant difference
between the performance of participants in the durational versus phonemic contrast
and in the non-durational versus phonemic contrast (p-value < 0.05). The difference
between durational versus non-durational contrast was not significant.
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Table 3. Results of Bonferroni tests for analyzing the effect of contrasts on error rates.

Variety  Contrast type F DF  p-value
Tehrani  durational-non-durational ~ -0.605 19  0.525
durational — phonemic 20.2 19 0<0.05

non-durational - phonemic  18.5 19 0<0.05
Kermani durational-non-durational ~ -0.303 19  0.765

durational — phonemic 19.05 19 <0.05

non-durational - phonemic  15.3 19 <0.05

Finally, another three individual stress deafness indices were defined:
a) Deafness index (1): the difference between durational and phonemic
contrasts;
b) Deafness index (2): the difference between non-durational and phonemic
contrasts;
c) Deafness index (2): the difference between stress and phonemic contrasts.
Regarding these indices, the results are illustrated in table 4:

Table 4. Deafness indices of Tehrani and Kermani varieties.
Tehrani Kermani
Deafness index (1) 20.2 19.05
Deafness index (2) 18.5 15.3
Deafness index (3) 29.7 18.4

The results indicated that in all of the cases, the deafness indices of Tehrani
participants are higher than those of Kermani participants.

4. Conclusion

Despite different rhythmic patterns of Tehrani and Kermani varieties of Persian, no
significant difference was detected between the performance of their subjects in the
stress deafness tests performed in this research. In each variety, compared to the
stress minimal pairs, the subjects significantly outperformed in the perception of
phonemic minimal pairs, which provides evidence for stress deafness. In addition,
no significant difference was observed between durational and non-durational stress
minimal pairs. FO alternations indicated no significant effect on the perception of
stress minimal pairs either. In their study, Rahmani et al. (2019) regarded Persian,
French, and Hungarian as languages which have fairly strong stress deafness. But
considering stress deafness typology (Dupoux & Peperkamp, 2002) and stress
deafness index (Peperkamp & Dupoux, 2002), the two varieties of Persian show
more similarity with Hungarian. In this type of languages, clitics fall outside the
stress domain, and in both phonological words and clitic groups, stress is assigned
regularly to the edge of the phonological word. The formation of this type is based
on the acquisition of the distinction between lexical items and functional items, in a
way that lexical items fall within and functional items fall outside the stress domain.
If the distinction is acquired prior to the setting of the stress parameter, stress
deafness results. Based on the results, it seems that the speakers of the studied
varieties have acquired this distinction prior to the setting of the stress parameter,
which in turn indicates their ability to detect regular stress pattern by removing
unstressed syllables of clitics.

Keywords: Deafness index; Kermani variety; Persian; Stress deafness; Tehrani
variety
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